
Township.  Also, a place for the 

public to review via the 

Township Website, Facebook 

and the annual State of the 

Township will be available. 

 

May 30, 2015-  The 

Department Strategic Plans 

will be completed. 

 

June 2015-  A final adoption of 

the Departmental and Overall 

Township 5 Year Plan by the                          

Township Board at their May 

2015 meeting will be 

presented. The plan will be 

published for public viewing 

after if it adopted by the 

Township Board. 

 

Any questions or comments, 

please contact the Township 

Trustee Don Hodson 

At 317-272-1835 or 

dhodson@avonfd.org. 

By: Don Hodson, Trustee 

 

Washington Township is in the 

process of doing their Five 

Year Strategic Plan. 

With the assistance of 

Kate Love-Jacobson 

with High 

Performance 

Government Network, 

the Township has 

held three sessions 

that included the 

Trustee, Deputy 

Trustee, Township key staff, 

representatives from the 

Town of Avon, Avon 

Community Schools, Avon-

Washington Library, and the 

business community.  Also an 

internal quality of life was 

conducted with the Township 

employees.  

 

From these sessions and 

surveys, an overall Five Year 

Plan will be created for the 

Township.  After that has been 

presented to the Township 

Board for its approval, there 

will be 5 Year Strategic Plans 

done for each 

Townshipõs 

Departments.  

These will consist 

of  Fire, Park and 

Recreation, 

Public Assistance 

and Township 

Cemeteries.   

The dates for this 

process are: 

  

December 10, 2014 - The 

committee will present the 

Township Plan for review and 

input to the  Township Board 

at its monthly meeting.  This a 

public meeting to be held at 

7pm at the Park Pavilion. 

 

January 31, 2015ð The 

committee will provide  

Township Overview to the 

taxing entities of the                                 

Washington Township -  

Five Year Plan in the Making 

Are You Smarter Than a Firefighter/EMT/Paramedic? 

By: Dan Smith, Fire Chief 

What is a firefighter and what 
do they do?  We often think of 
firefighters as men or women 
who spend their working day 
waiting for the bells to ring, so 
that they can jump into their 
fire gear and go to the scene 
of a fire and extinguish the 
flames.  Even though our 
firefighters stand ready every 
day for the bells to go off, our 
shift days are filled with many 
other tasks that keep our 
facilities and apparatus ready 
for responses.  But in addition 
to daily cleaning and 
maintenance procedures, our 
personnel spend much of 
their days training.  On an 
average, our crews spend one 
to two hours each day in 
some type of training.  Since 
our responses center around 
mostly fire, hazardous 

materials 
responses, and 
emergency 
medical 
services, we 
train continually 
to sharpen our 
skills as well as 
learn new 
techniques.   
 

For a person to be 

assigned to a shift 

position, our personnel 

must be a minimum of a 

Firefighter I & II as well as an 

Emergency Medical 

Technician or Paramedic.  To 

become certified as a 

Firefighter I & II a person must 

take 110 hours of instruction 

before testing with the State 

of Indiana to be certified.   

 

 

 

In addition to firefighter 

training, approximately 80% 

of the runs that our 

department makes are 

Emergency Medical Services 

runs.  Our personnel have a 

minimum requirement of 

obtaining certification as an  

 

See TRAINING Page 3 
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By: Karen Hendershot, Public 

Educator 

According to the National Fire 

Protection Association (NFPA), 

roughly two thirds of 

home fire deaths 

happen in homes with 

no smoke alarms or 

no working smoke 

alarms. Is your family 

prepared for a fire 

emergency?  Do you 

have a home fire escape 

plan? Have you changed your 

smoke-alarm batteries within 

the last year?  The Washington 

Township Avon Fire 

Department urges your family 

to follow these safety tips 

about your smoke alarms.   

INSTALL smoke alarms inside 

every bedroom, outside each 

sleeping area and on every 

level of the home, including 

the basement. 

Larger homes 

may need 

ADDITIONAL 

smoke alarms to 

provide enough 

protection. 

For the best protection, 

INTERCONNECT all smoke 

alarms so when one sounds, 

they all sound. 

An IONIZATION smoke alarm is 

generally more responsive to 

flaming fires and a 

PHOTOELECTRIC smoke 

alarm is generally more 

responsive to smoldering 

fires.  For the best 

protection, both types of 

alarms or combination 

ionization and photoelectric 

alarms (also known as dual 

sensor alarms) are 

recommended. 

Smoke alarms should be 

INSTALLED away from the 

kitchen to prevent false 

alarms.  Generally, they 

should be at least 10 feet 

from a cooking appliance.   

REPLACE all smoke alarms 

when they are 10 years old.  

Washington Township/Avon Fire Department Public 

Education Presents: Smoke Alarm Knowledge  

 

Fall/Winter Festivities at the Washington Township Park  
concessions set-up near the 

Small Shelter and will of course 

have our 

notorious 

costume contest 

with various 

categories and 

the chance to 

win prizes! If you 

are a local 

business and 

are interested in 

helping to support 

this event, please 

call the Park at  

(317) 745-0785 to inquire 

about the details! 

 

The Park will be 

once again 

hosting the 

Holiday Arts & 

Crafts Fair on 

Saturday, 

December 6th 

from 9am-3pm. 

Due to the 

tremendous 

amount of inquiries for 

participation, this yearsõ event 

will be a juried show. This 

means that vendors will supply 

information about the type of 

goods they will be selling, in 

addition to providing samples 

of their work to a selection 

committee 

who will work 

to ensure 

that a broad 

array of 

goods will be 

provided. 

They will be 

all 

handcrafted 

goods ð no 

resale items will 

be accepted for 

participation in this event. 

Concessions will also be sold 

during the show so be sure to 

bring some cash with you! You 

wonõt want to miss out on the 

opportunity to stock up on 

holiday gifts that will blow 

those store bought items out 

of the water!  

 

The Park will be hosting for 

the first time since the 

Pavilion Center has opened, a 

Holiday in the Park event on 

Saturday, December 20th! The 

West Side Navigators will be 

hosting a breakfast with 

 

See PARK Page 5 

By: Nikki Montembeault,  Parks 

Director 

 

With fall on the way out and 

winter on the way in, the Park 

is gearing up for some indoor 

activities to help keep you and 

your family entertained during 

the winter months! Have no 

fear, we will attempt to make 

good use of the beautiful 

winter days when there is 

moderate temperature as we 

know that cabin fever will 

undoubtedly set in for you and 

your family! 

 

Our annual family friendly safe 

trick-or-treat 

event, 

Ghosts & 

Goblins will 

be held on 

Saturday, 

October 25th 

from 4pm-

7pm at the 

top of the 

Park near the playground! 

Vendors will be stationed 

along the Oriole Trail around 

the top pond giving away 

goodies to trick-or-treaters! We 

will have games and 
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By: Jennifer Thornell, Public Assistance 

 

Running a household is an expensive 

affair, but there are lots of things that 

you can do to minimize the cost. Here 

are a few more of the top examples: 

 

Get Energy Smart 

Do you dread opening 

your utility bills each 

month? If so, there's 

a lot that you can do 

to reduce your bill. 

Install a 

programmable 

thermostat, and set it 

to run less when no 

one is home; turn off 

lights when they 

aren't in use; wash your laundry in cold 

water; turn down the temperature on 

your hot water heater; only buy Energy Star 

appliances. Start looking around, 

and you'll find lots of ways to 

reduce your energy consumption 

and your energy bills. Also, call your 

local energy provider and ask if they 

will send someone out to do a free 

energy audit of your home. 

 

Seek Cheap Thrills 

You don't have to spend 

a lot of money to have 

fun, so examine your 

entertainment spending, 

and see if there are places 

where you can make cuts. Could 

you rent movies instead of 

seeing them in the theatre? 

Enjoy free concerts instead of 

paid concerts? Check out books at the 

library instead of buying them? Go on a 

picnic instead of eating out? Challenge 

yourself to have more fun 

for less money ð and see 

where you end up. 

 

Pay Your Bills on Time 

Are you in the habit of 

paying your bills late? If so, 

you're probably paying 

extra for the privilege. Start 

paying your bills on time, 

and say goodbye to late 

fees and rate hikes once 

and for all. 

 

Learn How to Do More Yourself 

Develop your DIY skills, so you can keep 

your home well maintained, without all of 

those pricey service calls.  

MONEY SAVING IDEAS TO LOWER HOUSEHOLD EXPENSES 

Training  Continued from Page 1  

service training every two years.  All fire 

departments within the State must also be 

overseen by a providing medical facility, 

and that facility also has additional 

training requirements in addition to the 

State requirements.  Our medical 

oversight is provided by Hendricks 

Regional Health, and our medical Director 

is Dr. James Nossett. 

 

In 2013, our department provided 

approximately 8,238 hours of training for 

our personnel, and in 2012, we provided 

8,222 hours.  So as you can see, our 

personnel spend a great deal of time every 

day, reviewing basic skills, performing in 

service training, as well as preparing for 

the many changes that happen every 

day.  One example of that is the current 

concern over the Ebola virus.  Our 

department is currently working with 

response agencies within our county, as 

well as Marion County, to develop best 

practices for the response to these types 

of runs.  Over the next month, we will 

also be providing training to our 

personnel in ways to respond to these 

incidents, while also being vigilant to 

protect ourselves and the citizens of the 

township.   

 

Emergency Medical Technician (EMT).  

This class is approximately 160 hours 

of initial training.  In addition to the 

initial training, the State of Indiana also 

requires 40 hours of in service training 

every two years.  Many of our 

firefighters are also a Paramedic.  To 

be certified as a Paramedic, personnel 

must first become certified as an EMT, 

and then proceed to a Paramedic 

course.  This course is approximately 

452 hours of classroom training, in 

addition to between 1000-1300 hours 

of clinical practice.  After receiving 

certification, the State requires 

Paramedics to acquire 72 hours of in 
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Fire Facts: 
Do you know why fire stations have fire 
poles? 

Early fire departments were located in the 
New England states, in large metropolitan 
areas where the fire houses were many stories 
tall.  To speed the response of responders to 
apparatus floors, holes were cut in each floor 
and a pole was installed so that firefighters 
could slide down the poles.  These poles often 
went through many floors.  Because of 
improved station design and in response to the 
dangers that are sometimes posed by poles, 
they are not used as much as in early days.  
We have one pole at Station 141. 

 



I saw your 

invitation 

to send you stories about the 

Avon F.D. and I have a good one 

for you. 

If you drive down Co.Rd. 1050E, 

between Rockville Road and 

10th St/100 N.,  you will find 

the old Shiloh Church and 

Cemetery. 

I was the assistant Pastor of the 

Church called Grace Ministries 

Inc. (we closed in Dec. of 2013 

and a new Church has moved in 

now.) We held our services in 

the old Shiloh Methodist 

Church. That Church building is 

the oldest Church that is still 

operating in Hendricks Co. 

The Cemetery was established 

in 1823. In the cemetery there 

is a Veterans Memorial and flag 

pole. This cemetery has the 

graves of veterans going back 

as far as the Revolutionary War, 

and Veterans from seven 

different Wars. 

I have maintained the flags on 

the flag pole for many years 

now. It was around May 19, 

2014 that I noticed that the 

flags needed replacing. So I 

bought new flags and headed to 

the cemetery to install the new 

flags. I wanted to have new flags 

flying high for the Memorial Day 

weekend. 

When I arrived 

at the cemetery, I 

noticed the rope 

for the flag pole 

was about to 

break. So after 

buying a new rope 

and connectors for 

the flags, I tried to 

install the new 

rope. Well when I 

tried to get the new rope to go 

onto the pulley, both ropes got 

stuck. I kept working with them 

trying as best as I could to get 

the new rope onto the pulley, 

but the ropes became stuck, 

then they both came falling 

down! Now we had no way to 

install the new rope, and we 

had no flags flying for the 

Veterans that are interned in 

the cemetery. 

I serve as the National 

Chaplain for a group called 

Rolling Thunder Inc. and our 

biggest event is held in 

Washington D.C. over the 

Memorial Day weekend. So 

there I was, no way to fly the 

flags and no time to find a way 

to get the new rope installed. 

While we were on our trip To 

Washington D.C. one of the 

guys that came with our group 

of 80 plus motorcycles was a 

retired firefighter from IFD, 

Paul Smith. Paul knew some of 

the guys at AFD and gave me a 

name and a phone number to 

call. So when we got back 

home I called Jim Adams of 

A.F.D. Jim put me in touch with 

Chief George. I told Chief 

George about our problem, 

and the kind Chief said we can 

help you out. A few days later I 

received a call from Lt. Brent 

Shepherd of Ladder 141 A.F.D. 

and we set a time for us to 

meet at the Cemetery. 

It was June 2nd around 9 Am 

when Lt. Shepherd and the 

crew of Ladder Truck 141 

arrived at the Shiloh Cemetery. 

They set the truck up and made 

everything ready to get started, 

then Lt. Shepherd invited me to 

join him in the bucket so I could 

install the new rope!!!! I couldn't 

believe it, I get to go up in the 

bucket!!!! Wow, this 65 year old 

veteran felt like he was 10 

years old again!! Well we got 

the new rope installed, so turn 

about is only fair, so I had Lt. 

Shepherd and his crew install 

and raise the new flags. 

What a great sight to see the 

new flags flying high over the 

cemetery once again! 

I would just like to send out a 

really big "Thank you" to all of 

those at the Avon Fire 

Department for their help in 

getting the fags flying once 

again. 

By: Tom Ransdell   

Letter to the Fire Department  
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Ladder 141 

Do you have an interesting 

story about our fire 

department? We are 

looking for stories from 

the community to use in our 

newsletter. Please submit 

any stories to Jenny Zeunik 

at jzeunik@avonfd.org.  

òWow, this 65 

year old veteran 

felt like he was 

10 years old 

again!! ò 

Tom Ransdell 



event! At 1pm we will be 

conducting a Winter Bird 

Workshop! More events may 

be added to the schedule as 

the day 

approaches as 

we are still busy 

planning, so 

check the Park 

website for 

additional details  

 

Be sure to check 

the Events 

section of our 

website for those smaller (yet 

no less awesome) events 

which are open to the public! 

We keep our Events Calendar 

updated on a regular basis so 

please check in frequently!  

Santa from 8am-10:30am in 

the Pavilion Center at the 

Park. There will be an 

opportunity from 11am-1pm 

for those 

individuals who 

might have 

special needs 

that would 

negatively affect 

their ability to 

enjoy an 

experience with 

Santa in a 

crowded room 

that might be over 

stimulating! We are calling 

this òSensory Santaó and are 

excited to be able to 

accommodate a wide range of 

our fellow Parkies for this new 

Fun Times at Washington Township Park  

Park Continued from Page 2  
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Ellie. They live in Colorado Springs but visit us every 
summer. Fortunately, our property is adjacent to the 
�S�D�U�N�����:�H���O�R�Y�H���W�R���Z�D�O�N���W�K�H���W�U�D�L�O�V�����À��  
   
     - Marla Koch  
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Recreation Celebration. We had a wonderful 
time going to the different stations that 
promoted a happy and healthy lifestyle. This 
picture was taken while my older daughter 
�S�O�D�Q�W�H�G���D���E�X�O�E���L�Q���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���S�D�U�N�¾�V���J�D�U�G�H�Q�V����
�6�K�H���F�D�Q�¾�W���Z�D�L�W���W�R���V�H�H���L�W���Q�H�[�W���V�S�U�L�Q�J���Z�K�H�Q���L�W��
�V�W�D�U�W�V���W�R���J�U�R�Z���Á�� 
             - Jenny Zeunik  
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Insanity class held at the Park Pavilion  
              - Karen Hendershot  


