Advanced Placement (AP) Chemistry Syllabus
Kozinski 2018-2019
Welcome!
Welcome to AP chemistry! I am so excited to start this journey with you all. This course has the potential to be one of the most fun and rewarding classes that you will take in high school. For students who give their best effort, this course will provide you with the opportunity to better understand the world around you and to be able to think like a scientist. 
This course is open to those who wish to take part in a rigorous, rewarding and academically challenging course – and also serves as a college credit course for those who qualify!
What is an AP Course? 
Remember, this is an advanced course. This means that:
1. I will do as much as I can to help you learn, but you are responsible for using your resources (including me) outside of class to understand the notes, labs and homework assignments.
2. I will tell you when assignments are due, but I won’t chase after you. If you miss turning in an assignment due to an excused absence, it is your responsibility to turn it in at a later date (please see absence policy in this syllabus).
3. You must take the initiative in your learning. Staying organized and not falling behind in the workload is crucial. It is okay not to understand material or feel like you are not keeping up with the demands at times but it is NOT okay to do nothing about it. Please use the resources (outlined in the syllabus and in Schoology) to help you be successful! 
The exam is scored from a 1 to 5. This is an extremely difficult exam that covers all the topics that you would be introduced to a first year chemistry course in a college or university. A score of 1 indicates that you are unqualified to receive college credit in chemistry while a 5 indicates that you are highly qualified to receive college chemistry credit. From this moment on, you are college students in this class and the expectations are very high. 
The exam is on Thursday, May 9th at 8am. 
The exam consists of 60 multiple choice questions and 7 free response questions. 
The exam covers 144 learning objectives
We will see each other 129 times before the AP exam
This does not include days that we are doing labs and tests…which are about 27 days of the year
Therefore, we have 102 days to learn 144 topics. 

What you can expect from me 
I will make every effort to 
· Stay organized with course expectations and materials
· Be fair and consistent in how I deal with all students 
· Return graded assignments in a timely manner 
· Explain the course material as clearly as possible 
My goals for this course: 
· I want every student to be present and prepared each day 
· I want every student to understand the material and enjoy class  
· I want every student to feel prepared to take college-level chemistry after completing this course. 
· I want every student to feel they have improved themselves for the better, whether it be in chemistry or not, I want you to be a better overall student after leaving my classroom  
What I expect from you 
I expect you to make every effort to 
· Come to class every day on time and be fully present 
· Prepare for chemistry outside of class by doing the assigned homework 
· Push yourself to learn as much as possible and when you are struggling, take the initiative to utilize any and every resource possible 
· MAKE MISTAKES! It’s okay to not do every single homework problem correctly, but if you are truly trying to learn the material, you will make mistakes, and that is proof that you are learning and evolving as a student. Learning from your mistakes is required for my course! I definitely have learned from mine!
· Follow the Avon “We A.R.E One” policies in and outside of my classroom. 
AP Chemistry Framework and Materials

Grading Scale 
Semester grades are weighted as follows:
        Semester course work    85%
        Final Exam                 15%

 Semester course grades are weighted:
        Quiz                                15%
        Projects and Labs           15%
        Test                                 55%
 






All grades use the scale:
      A    93%-100%
      A-   90%-92%
      B+  87%-89%
      B    83%-86%
      B-   80%-82%
      C+  77%-79%
       C   73%-76%
       C-  70%-72%
       D+ 67%-69%
       D   63%-66%
       D-  60%-62%
       F   0%-59%

Semester 1 – 18 weeks total
Unit 1 - Introductory Unit (4 weeks)
· 5 quizzes 
· 6 labs or mini-labs
· 1 unit test (two parts MC and FRQ)
Unit 2 – Solution Chemistry and Electrochemistry (3.5 weeks)
· 5 quizzes
· 2 labs/mini-labs
· 1 unit test (two parts MC and FRQ)
Unit 3 – Gas Laws (3 weeks)
· 5 quizzes
· 2 labs/mini-labs
· 1 unit test (two parts MC and FRQ)

Unit 4 – Modern Chemistry (3 weeks plus fall break)
· 5 quizzes
· 1 lab
· 1 unit test (two parts MC and FRQ)
· Fall break assignment
Unit 5 – Bonding and Intermolecular Forces (4 weeks)
· 6 quizzes
· 2 labs/mini labs
· 1 unit test (two parts MC and FRQ)

SEMESTER 1 FINAL (winter break packet)

Semester 2 – 18 weeks
Unit 6 – Kinetics (3.5 weeks)
· 5 quizzes
· 2 labs
· 1 unit test (two parts MC and FRQ)
Unit 7 – Equilibrium (3 weeks)
· 5 quizzes
· 2 labs/mini labs
· 1 unit test (two parts MC and FRQ)

Unit 8 – Acids and Bases (4 weeks and spring break)
· 7 quizzes
· 3 labs
· 1 unit test (two parts MC and FRQ)
· Spring break packet
Unit 9 – Thermodynamics (2.5 weeks)
· 2 quizzes
· 1 lab
· 1 unit test (two parts MC and FRQ)
AP Exam Review (3 weeks)
· Daily “quick check” quizzes
· Mock exam opportunities 
AP EXAM MAY 9TH
FINAL PROJECT (2 weeks)

Where’s the Homework Grade?!?!
If you noticed there is not a homework grade, you might be rejoicing! But be forewarned! This does not mean homework will not be graded in the form of a quiz or lab!
· Each quiz will be covering material from the homework. 
· Homework is not graded, but the material on your homework will be on each quiz I give in class. Expect to have at least one quiz a week. 

· If you miss a quiz you may not take class-time to make up the test. You must complete the test during office hours of SRT.

· Many homework assignments are pre/post labs and are graded for correctness. 
Lab Expectations and Content
Labs are very important in AP chemistry! I will do my absolute best to make sure the protocol for each lab assignment is very similar, although, due to the content of the lab being studied it may change.
Pre-Lab (30 points)
· Required before entering the classroom
· Failure to complete the pre-lab in its entirety will result in a full point deduction automatically 
· Failure to comply with the academic dishonesty policy will results in a 0/30 on the pre-lab
· Part I – The Introduction and Background (Schoology Quiz) 10 pts
· You will have multiple attempts to answer quiz questions about the expectations of the lab on Schoology. This is required before entering class as a part of your pre-lab grade.
· Part II – Preparing your Data Table and/or Procedure (10 pts)
· Most labs will require you to write down data and results. You must read your procedure and anticipate what data you will record. How to organize data will be reviewed in class
· Part III – Practice calculations (10 pts)
· This will be similar to problem set type questions
Data and Calculations (30 points)
· Graphs must be labeled with proper units
· Data must be organized, recorded with proper significant figures, and labeled with proper units
· All calculations require all work shown with all units. 
Post-Lab (40 points)
· Always assigned after the lab and due the next class
· Failure to comply with the academic dishonesty policy will result in zero points for each section that displays evidence of academic dishonesty
· Part I – Conclusion Statement (15 points)
· Must restate the purpose of the lab
· Must discuss major findings stated, refers to graph or data table
· Part II – Error Analysis (15 points)
· A source of error will be presented to you. You must discuss how the source of error would affect your results.
· Part III – Extension (10 points)
· These are problem-set type of questions applying what was done in the lab to questions you may see on a test or quiz
Classroom Management and Behavior
We A.R.E One
Students are expected to follow the guidelines of being accountable, respectful, and engaged inside and outside of my classroom. (See student handbook for details). 
Seating Chart/Lab Stations
I try to mix my seating chart after two unit exams or when necessary. Lab groups will be assigned to you for the first semester. Lab groups will rotate when the seating chart changes. 
Cell Phone Policy
I have a zero tolerance for cell phone use in my classroom. It is rare that I will allow you to use your phone if you have access to it (emergencies, exciting experiments, etc) but this is only if I have explicitly permitted it. The cell phone policy is immediately in effect once the bell has rung. 
Inappropriate Language 
I also have a zero tolerance for this. Any language, curse words or not, intended to hurt or be derogatory towards anyone in the classroom is an automatic detention. Please be kind and respectful to everyone in and outside of my classroom!  
Lab Safety 
You will be handed a lab safety contract to sign by both you and your parent/guardian. Failure to comply with my lab safety rules could result not only a permanent dismissal from lab (which will indefinitely hurt your grade) but serious health consequences. Please be cautious! 
Excused Absences 
If you are absent from class it is your responsibility to make up any missed notes and homework assignments. Here are the details of how to make up notes/homework, labs, and quizzes/tests. 
1. Notes and Homework
· My SMART board records our notes daily. I will try my best to update Schoology on a daily basis as well as an updated calendar. All material will be on Schoology. Please use this as your main resource to identify what was done in class that day. If it is not posted, you may ask!
2. Labs
· Sample data will be provided for you for the Data and Calculations portion. The rest you are able to complete independently. 
3. Quizzes and Tests
· If you have been absent for more than one day prior to a test, we will discuss a new test date. 
· If you have been absent for more than one day before a quiz that covers material over an assigned problem set that was assigned during your absence, we will discuss a new quiz date. 
· All quizzes and tests must be made up during my office hours or during SRT. You may not make up quizzes or tests during class time. Quizzes must be made up before the next unit exam. 
Academic Dishonesty 
I absolutely LOVE collaboration with your peers and students. I am a firm believer that working together enhances learning when done productively. Often people are confused what academic dishonesty looks like compared to collaborating. Here are my definitions of academic dishonesty:
1. Copying from a student’s work for problem sets, pre-labs, post-labs, and reading guides. 
a. If your work is word-for-word like your lab partner or neighbor both people will receive a zero on that portion of the lab. 
b. If I witness copying down of work for homework, whether it be in SRT or during class, I will award zero points for the assignment. No exceptions. Both people involved will get a zero. 
2. Using resources or neighbor’s work during a test.
a. First offence is an academic file (which remains on your academic record) of the incident of cheating. You will re-take the test during SRT or office hours. 
b. After the first offence, you will be given a zero on the test without any opportunities to change the grade. 
Please note, if you are involved with academic dishonesty in college, you are automatically removed from the class and/or program. I have witnessed this first hand! Please don’t make this a habit! 
Materials and Resources
Textbook:  Brown Lemay’s Chemistry: The Central Science is our primary resource for any assigned readings. You will have a physical copy of the textbook and is never required to bring to class. We will use this for two purposes:
1. Assigned readings and reading guides
2. Additional practice problems with solutions provided on Schoology
You may not mark in the book but post-its are encouraged. 

Course Packets:  Each unit will be accompanied by a course packet including some references, example problems, and homework problems.  These will not be graded, but quizzes, exams, and class activities will be based on these problems.

Calculators (to be purchased):  Scientific calculators (T94) and graphing calculators are allowed on the AP Chemistry exam.  Either is fine for class, but it would be beneficial to pick one calculator to use for the class so that you can become comfortable with the location of all functions. 

Class Binder (to be purchased): You will need a rather large binder for this class. (2 inch rings or greater). Additionally, you will need tabs to separate the sections by unit. 

Schoology/HP Streams: Schoology will be used to post copies of homework, notes, and labs along with keys to the homework. It will also be used for the pre-lab quizzes and additional resources. It is very rare to for me to require the use of computers in my classroom. 
Resources
If you need additional help on homework or preparation for the test. Here are the steps I would suggest taking, in order. 
1. Access the notes videos in Schoology where you can hear the annotations made during solving an example problem during class. Use this also as a note key. 
2. Access the textbook. Suggested page numbers and resources (such as steps to solve common chemistry problems) will be posted on Schoology.
3. Access the Resource folder in each unit. This includes suggested YouTube videos, published PowerPoints, practice quizzes, and other tutorials. 
4. Use the Discussion Post that is posted for each unit. Those who utilize and respond appropriately to the post will be awarded extra credit. 
If you are seeking for more help beyond what you can access at home, I am more than happy to help you! However, there is an appropriate place and time you can use me as your resource: 
1.  Office Hours (preferred method, must enter through student parking NOT main entrance)
· Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday Morning: 7:15am-7:45am
· Monday, Wednesday, Thursday Afternoon: 3:00pm-4:00pm
· SRT Gold Passes may be checked out at any time, but there is a rotating schedule for Black Passes
2. Schoology message
· I do not check this every evening after I leave school, therefore I may not respond until the next morning when I arrive back to school. 
· I do not respond if the message is intended to complain about a grade or an assignment. You may come to me personally about complaints or gradebook discrepancies. 
· I will not answer homework questions on Schoology. I will happily respond with some clarifications of expectations or concerns but all homework questions must be posted on the homework discussion board. 
Contact Information
Email: KAKozinski@avon-schools.org  Phone: 317-544-5000 ext. 5107


[bookmark: _GoBack]Final Thoughts
Yet again, I am so excited for a new school year! I am confident we all have the ability to be successful in this class! We must have a growth mindset, optimism, and grit! 
Knowledge is the most powerful thing in the world. With knowledge we can understand how the world works and make it better for ourselves and others. It can feed the hungry, build cities or even create medical breakthroughs! We can gain knowledge by learning from all aspects of life and now you have this great opportunity to do so and be supported throughout your journey in my classroom. 
Some of us may have been born with many different natural talents: mathematical talents, literacy talents, artistic talents, but that doesn’t mean that if you weren’t born with these talents, you are inapt! Skills can be learned, your brain is a very powerful and dynamic organ!! Learning and hard work is an ability we all have. To get better at something requires practice and hard work, which is something everyone can do! Anyone can do it, no exceptions. Work hard so you can be successful! 
One of the best learning opportunities is when you fail. You may feel anger, shame, sadness, but you must evaluate what you have to do differently the next time to succeed. This turns a defeat into a victory! Learning from failure as it is ABSOLUTE best way to learn and evolve! Did you know that failure to get rid of a bacteria or virus is our body’s natural way to enhance our immune system? Our bodies and life as we know it is a product of learning from failure and adversity! 
If you have trouble understanding something don’t be shy and ask for help. I am your advocate, and I am here to help you become the most successful student and human-being possible!
Carpe diem! -- Mrs. Kozinski

I, ___________________________, have read and understand all information presented (Print Student Name) in this syllabus. 
By signing below I agree to abide by the rules stated within. Student Signature 

________________________________ (Student Signature)

Parent/Guardian Signature ___________________________________

If you have any concerns or questions, please write them below and I am happy to respond as soon as possible. Please write down the best mode of contact (email address or phone number) for a response. 


